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Candidating Week – Part II
Rev. Shay MacKay
We will conclude candidating week with Rev.
Shay MacKay in Saco. The Sanford UU Church
will join us for the final day of candidating
week. The service will be followed by a congregational vote and a celebration reception.
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Sunday Happenings
8:45 am: Choir Rehearsal
10:00 am: Worship

Mother’s Peace Day
Rev. Steve Cook
The sentimental holiday we now know had a
very different origin in the years after the Civil
War.

The perfectly gorgeous
daffodils are now in full
bloom outside the Parlor windows. Thank you Jane
Perkins! Seeing these heralds of Spring makes me
realize how much I crave color by this time of year. In
spite of the fact that it’s 40 degrees outside as I write
this, I have full faith that Spring will come. I mean, it
always has, right? We’ll be complaining about the heat
before long…..actually looking forward to that.

From the President

We have a match! The candidate to be our new minister – Reverend Shay MacKay - will be with us all week,
culminating with the church service here at the UUCSB
on May 6. We’ll be joined by our friends from our sibling church in Sanford, and after the service, the allimportant vote. I hope you will plan to meet Rev Shay
May 20
Dance-Breath-Spirit at one of the Meet-&-Greet opportunities this week,
Rev. Laurence Miller and that you will be in church on May 6 to cast your
‘Dance’ take us to a place where ‘Breath’
vote. I’ll say it again - My deepest gratitude goes out to
opens a channel for ‘Spirit’. Inviting in and
the MSC for their dedication and hard work.

engaging this trinity refreshes our connection
with each other, the Earth and the Divine. Inspired by an invitation, and honoring a true
experience of belonging, we come together
this morning with pure joy for a much-needed
healing for the world today. This morning we
will learn, play, pray and meditate becoming
partners in the Cosmic Dance.

Thank you to everyone who has pledged financial support for our next church year. We have a ways to go to
meet our goal and fully fund our programs. If you haven’t pledged yet, please consider what the church
means to you and get your pledge to Brian as soon as
possible.
In gratitude to all of you,
Niki

May 27

They Are With Us Still
Rev. Steve Cook
It is well to remember why we observe this day.
It’s not just about a long weekend.
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News
Along
the Way

Miracle stories, if intended to be taken literally, have long since been
outlawed by science. There are still certainly many “objects of wonder” in the universe, things and occurrences not expected or explained by normal standards, but science regards them as just not yet
explained by contemporary knowledge. Rejecting supernatural causes, science regards them as susceptible eventually to explanation as
our knowledge of the universe grows and becomes more sophisticated.

movement 50 years ago.

So why, given all that openness and uncertainty, do so many nonetheless give up their Sunday mornings, often the only free day of the
week, to come to church? Why do so many give of their time, talent
and treasure to an enterprise that does not always reflect their particular beliefs, or perhaps, evinces more belief than they care to espouse? By the expected and normal standards of the world, we
should probably all be found sleeping late on Sunday, or holding on
There is, as well, a looser definition of miracle that we all use, that of to our precious free time with family and friends instead of going to
the unexplained and unaccountable that just seems to happen
one more evening meeting. By those standards we should not be
through grace, serendipity or the surprising power of love and good
handing over substantial amounts of money to an institution that pays
will. This kind of “miracle” happens when good things that don’t need no tangible dividends and, in fact, is prone to asking for more.
to happen do happen, when people do kind and loving things they
don’t need to do for people they don’t even know, when people sacriLast year, you spent hours in discernment determining how you
fice their own time, talent and treasure for causes that don’t benefit
wished to organize the future of your two churches. This year, led by
them in the least. This is the kind of “miracle” I have in mind when I
your MSC, you spent even more hours deciding how you would invest
say that every Unitarian Universalist congregation is an ongoing mirain co-creating a new ministry with a minister you had not yet even met.
cle.
And you did it with will, purpose and hopefulness.
Unitarian Universalism holds out no promise of supernatural rewards
for believing and belonging; we hold out no threat of supernatural
punishment for not believing and belonging. We offer next to no answers to the persistent questions of the religious quest, or perhaps, a
bewildering variety of different answers. In any case, those looking for
theological certainty will not find it in our churches. Any three UU’s
will have at least five opinions on most religious questions. (We joke
about UU “evangelists” knocking on your door for no particular reason
or burning a question mark on your lawn.)

Why do we do it? Personally, I call it a miracle—and leave God out of
it, if you wish. I believe that there is a concatenation of grace or loving, human serendipity that moves us, week by week, year by year, to
manifest these ongoing miracles we call UU congregations. We don’t
have to; we want to, we choose to. Inspired by the past, we choose to
give our energy in the present to sustain an ongoing miracle we very
much want to continue into the future. We get so busy doing that,
along with living our lives outside of church, that it’s easy to forget
what achievement it all is. Looking at it from the outside, seeing you
do all of this and working with you as I do, it is so clear to me. I just
We cherish personal and congregational independence so highly that want to take this moment to remind you of what an ongoing, living
it’s often difficult to get us to agree on much of anything or financially miracle you are, and what a privilege it has been to walk with you for
to support our institutional UUA. Some of our historic congregations two years as you make it happen.
feel the weight of their heritage so heavily it’s hard for them to
acknowledge changes that have occurred since the 17th Century;
Blessings,
some of our newest congregations think they invented the whole
Rev. Steve
CLYNK
Please remember to help UUCSB by returning your bottles and cans
through the CLYNK service at Hannaford. Green bags may be picked up
at the welcome table when you come to church on Sundays. Please
remember that Market Basket labeled bottles and cans are not accepted by CLYNK.
BOT Notice
Board of Trustees agendas are posted one week prior to the meetings.
Approved Board minutes are also posted. You can find these items on
the bulletin board nearest the Sanctuary.

Hannaford Gift Cards
Do you shop at Hannaford? Please consider participating in our fundraising project. When you buy your groceries with a Hannaford Gift Card
purchased at church, Hannaford donates 5% towards our operating
budget. You can support the church at no additional cost to yourself.
Hannaford cards make good gifts, too. Look for the table during coffee
hour for more information.
Office Hours
Brian, Administrator: Mon-Wed-Thu 8 AM to 12 PM
Rev. Steve, Wed 12-5 PM
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Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco & Biddeford

FY 17-18 Operating Budget vs. Actual YTD
July 2017 through March 2018

Jul '17 - Mar 18

Budget

$ Over Budget

% of Budget

Ordinary Income/Expense
001 CONTRIBUTION INCOME
002 RENTAL INCOME
003 FUND RAISING INCOME
004 OTHER INCOME
Total Income
Gross Profit
Expense
101 STAFFING
102 MISSION
103 OPERATIONS
104 ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS
105 OTHER EXPENSES
Total Expense
Net Ordinary Income

60,321

52,510

71,161

63,097

71,161

63,097

42,145

43,366

(1,221)

15,818

19,638

(3,819)

67,191

71,626

(4,435)

(8,529)

12,499

Website Update—April 2018

specific with corrections as we have over 75 pages on our site. Also, we
still have some pages that are blank except for the title. If you want to
Thank you to everyone who has visited the website at
www.uuchurchsacobiddeford.com. Since the March 2016 launch, there add content for those areas, it would be gratefully accepted. Thank you
to those folks who have provided content and updates..
have been over 25,682 page visits with an overall average of nearly 35
hits per day. If you have something that you want to add, or if you see
something that should be corrected, please let me know. Please be
Brian D., Webmaster

Pay Your Pledge Automatically!
Annual pledges paid in regular installments help the Church’s cash flow – and yours! You can set up an automatic debit from your bank directly
to the Church account – no checks or mailing hassles.
You may also use a credit or debit card for pledge payments. These too can be set up ahead of time to transfer automatically an amount you
choose on the date you select. These Electronic Giving options can help you manage monthly expenses and help the Church have funds available
regularly to meet our payroll and other bills.
Contact Brian in the Church office to set up a payment plan. Automatic payment arrangements are kept confidential.
– Finance Committee
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Music Notes

Music Notes from Choir Director, Ellie R.
“How is it that music can, without words, evoke our laughter, our fears, our highest aspirations?”
― Jane Swan
Choir & Choir Rehearsals
May 6 – 8:30 Rehearsal and Singing in Church
May 13 – 8:45 Pick Up Choir; Singing in Church
May 20 – 8:45 Rehearsal for June 3 and June 10
May 27 – No Rehearsal
June 3 – 8:45 Rehearsal; Singing in Church
June 10 – 8:45 Rehearsal; Singing in Church
June 17 – No Rehearsal
Morning Song: At 9:45 on the 2nd Sunday of each month I am in the sanctuary leading ‘gathering singing’. Please
join us in singing! If you prefer not to sing, please sit quietly in the sanctuary and enjoy the music or gather with
friends in the parish hall or hallway for conversation. The next ‘Morning Song’ is May 13.
Who’s in the Choir Loft? This year’s ‘Music Notes’ will focus on the folks who sing in the choir. I
have asked everyone to fill out a short questionnaire and I’ll highlight one choir member each month.
This month is Niki Norman:
1) Reflect on your experience in the UUCSB Choir: Our choir is a group of fun and supportive
folks - allows me to stretch as a "transectional" singer, and as an occasional substitute choir director.
I love working with Ellie!
2) How long have you been a UU? 10+ years - at First Parish Portland before the UUCSB
3) How is singing part of your spiritual life? Music reaches a place in my soul that nothing else touches, both
personally and as a performer. Music is an important part of the worship service for me.
4) Other music experiences: Music major - Regular performer with Renaissance Voices, a 21-voice a capella
chorus, sang the Brahms Requium with Choral Art under Robert Shaw's baton - play piano, cello, djembe & other
percussion instruments
5) Other interests, hobbies: reading, walking, kite flying
6) Occupation: Customer Service & Collections for EnviroLogix, a globel biotechnology company based in Portland, after many years in sales.
7) Travels and favorite places: I love to travel in the Northwest, where I was raised. Travelled in Europe and
Mexico - travel highlight was a month-long train trip through the US and Canada - looking forward to seeing more of
the world when I retire.
8) Favorite kinds of music? I like most everything - recently obsessed with Hamilton, which inspired me to write
my own short rap recently.

Please Wear Your Nametag
We’re very fortunate to have many new people attending our church. This makes wearing our nametags all the more important. Please be sure to pick up your
nametag and wear it to the service AND coffee hour.
The Membership/Welcoming Committee has designed a new nametag board to hold clip-on tags, so you do not have to pin tags through your clothing. There is a
basket next to the door so it will be easier to drop your nametag before leaving. If you need a new nametag, please see the signup sheet on the nametag board.
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Information

Want to find out more about our church? Thinking about becoming a member?
To learn more about our congregation:
Please speak to any member or someone from the Membership- Welcoming Committee. Plan to attend a Sharing Your Spiritual Journey orientation.
To learn more about our faith and practice:
Various aspects of Unitarian Universalism are explained in brochures kept in a rack as you enter the sanctuary. You are welcome to take these
home. You can also talk with members of our congregation.
Our Church:
We are a voluntary association of those committed to this special religious community. We share common values, but we do not require or expect conformity to any specific religious beliefs. We welcome each person’s spiritual exploration and expression. Web sites www. uuchurchsacobiddeford.com, or www.uua.org, contain more information on the traditions, activities and people of our church and association. Our Membership-Welcoming Committee is also willing to assist you.
Our Membership:
Those who sign the Membership Book agree to sustain our church through continuing contributions of time, effort and financial support. All
members are part of the non-profit corporation that owns the church, and they govern it through democratic process in which each one is entitled to be heard. Members elect a Board of Trustees and must also approve the “call” of a minister to our pulpit. By participating in our worship,
events and activities, you’ll get a sense of how this congregation might work in your life, and you in the life of the congregation. As you discover
the privileges and responsibilities of membership, we recommend that you take the time to:
· Attend a Sharing Your Spiritual Journey orientation offered by the Membership Committee to find out more about Unitarian Universalism and
our church’s history and traditions.
· Attend church for a while to get to know the community and think about whether you share in our common values and feel ready to make a
commitment to the shared spiritual journey.
· Decide your financial and time commitment to this church community.
When you’re ready, speak to the chair of Membership or president about signing the Membership Book!
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Greetings from the Treasurer
Account balances as of 4/27/2018 are as follows:
Checking
Accounts payable
Moulton Trust
Restricted Savings
Saco/Bidd Investments

$321.59
$81.39$2,647.06
$14,637.85
$134,842.22

counts and no information is shared. Church members that
have TD Bank checking accounts just need to call TD Bank or
stop in at any location and tell them that you are a member
of UUCSB and what your TD Bank account number is. If you
have any questions about the Affinity Program, Tracey Bell,
the TD Bank manager in Biddeford would be happy to answer your questions. Her phone # is 283-8590.

What should I do if I have a conflict with a church member or
group?
Conflict Resolution Process
The Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco and BidYard Sale
deford is committed to fostering right relations among its
Our annual yard sale is Sat. May 12 from 8 to noon at the
members, friends, and staff.
UUCSB. We’ll need al the help we can get setting up, selling
We understand that conflict can be an inevitable
and cleaning up. Sign up sheets are on the board outside the
part of a healthy community and can serve as an opportunity
bathrooms. Please lend a hand.
for growth and development. As members of this congregaAnd don’t forget to donate your stuff!!!
tion, it is incumbent on all of us to handle conflict in ways
Contact Anne D. with questions.
that are reflected in our covenant.
You are welcome to speak informally with any member
of
the
Committee on Ministries, we are easily identified
Monday Morning Cleaning Crew
The Monday morning cleaning crew (Anne D., Betsey P. and by our yellow nametags. When needed, the CoM will assist in
developing a mediation plan with all involved parties.
Jane P.) are very happy to welcome Charlie B. to their
Please read the Conflict Brochure developed by this
“party”! Charlie is working on special projects the regulars
committee and follow the Conflict Resolution Pathway that
don’t have time to get to. Thank you, Charlie.
applies to your situation. When needed, the CoM will assist
in developing a mediation plan for all involved parties.
Directory
Keep in mind that the CoM doesn't handle anonymous inWe are planning a Church Directory with pictures for our
put.
Church family. It will under the protected “Password only”
Members section on the Website. For now, we are preparing
Be assured that information communicated will be handled
a picture Directory for Rev. Shay’s convenience alone. We
hope to have it ready for May 6th. Please let Pat S. know
with appropriate confidentiality.
ASAP if you do not want us to put your picture in the Directory. Here’s hoping everyone is with us on this one!
Any questions, just call.
Sincerely, Dick

TD Bank Affinity Program
UUCSB is in the TD Bank Affinity Program, which is
only for nonprofit organizations. TD Bank will make a donation for each church member that has a TD Bank checking
account. This is a way for the church to get donations without
having to do anything. Church member personal accounts
are associated with the church account and in doing so the
church benefits. It in no way affects member’s personal ac-

Page 7

Alphabet Soup
Meet & Greet—Rev. MacKay
Thursday, May 3, 2018
6:30 – 9:00 pm - Location: UUCSB
We will be joining with members and friends of the UUCSB
to meet our Ministerial Candidate. Coffee, tea and desserts will be served.
Board Game Night
Thursday, May 10, 2018
7:00 – 9:00 pm - Location: UUCSB
Bring a friend or two and join us for a fun packed evening
playing a board game and socializing. Beverages will be
provided, just please bring snacks to share.
SAGE Dinner in Portland
Thursday, May 17, 2018
6:00 – 8:00 pm - Location: St. Luke’s Church, Portland
SAGE meets for dinner monthly at St. Luke’s in Portland.
We will meet at the church at 5 PM to carpool. Cost is $8
per person ($6 over 60). Please let Tom know by Tuesday,
April 17th to ensure an accurate head count.
Potluck Dinner
Thursday, May 24, 2018
7:00 – 9:00 pm - Location: UUCSB
Please bring a friend along with a salad, entrée, side dish
or desert to share. A meat dish as well as beverages will be
provided.
Movie Night
Thursday, May 31, 2018
7:00 – 9:00 pm - Location: UUCSB
Brian will share the first part of a two part documentary entitled Before & After Stonewall. Part 2 will be shown in
June. Beverages will be provided, just please bring snacks
to share.

Spring Auction - May 19
Ticket price is $30.00 per person or buy a
table for 8 at $225.00 That’s a $15.00
savings. You will need to pay and pick up
tickets before May 15. Please contact
Tom M. for tickets. We will have a cash bar. Coffee and tea
is included in your ticket price. We will be having a buffet
dinner this year. Appetizers will be served during the silent
auction . Please invite your friends and family to join you.
The more the merrier.
On Friday, May 18 we need help transporting stuff to the
Credit Union and back on Monday May 21. This will include
moving all the tables from the church to the Credit Union.
We have a pickup truck to move them.
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Faith in Action Team
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Ministerial Search Committee

27

20

13

6

May 2018
Sun

8:45 am: Choir Rehearsal
11:00 am: Congregational
Meeting with Sanford UUC

Food Pantry Sunday
8:45 am: Choir Rehearsal
9:45 am: Morning Song
11:15 am: FIAT

Bread Sunday
8:45 am: Choir Rehearsal

8:45 am: Choir Rehearsal

Mon

7

4:30 pm: Bon Appetit

14

21

28

Tue
7:00 p : Earthen Spiral

1

3

10:00 am: Coffee &

4

Fri

6:30 pm: Meet & Greet

Carbs

Thu

6:30 pm: Finance Comm

with Rev. Shay

Wed
6:30 pm: CoM

MacKaay

2

7:00 pm: Harbour Singers

Sat

9:00 am: Meditation

8:00 am: Yard Sale

11

10:00 am: Coffee &

10

7:00 pm: Alphabet

9:00 am: Meditation

9

6:30 pm: Trustees

Carbs

8

5:30 pm: Membership

Soup

10:00 am: Coffee &

5:30 pm: Auction

9:00 am: Meditation

18

7:00 pm: Alphabet

Carbs

10:00 am: Coffee &

2:00 pm: Don Horton

9:00 am: Meditation

25

7:00 pm: Alphabet

Carbs

Newsletter Deadline

Memorial Service

Soup

7:00 pm: Alphabet

31

Soup

17

7:00 pm: Harbour Singers

16

7:00 pm: Harbour Singers

23

30

24

7:00 pm: Earthen Spiral

15

7:00 pm: Earthen Spiral

22

7:00 pm: Earthen Spiral

29

7:00 pm: Earthen Spiral

Soup

5

12

19

26

