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April 22, most celebrate secular holiday around the world More than 1 billion celebrate 

or mark the day in some way.  Earth day began 52 years ago. It was a reaction to an oil spill in 

Santa Barbara that garnered outrage.  That alongside the air pollution and smog, and alongside 

the water pollution and toxic rivers. DDT on birds, chemicals on plants, and Cuyoga River in 

Cleveland on fire.  Literally millions organized. In 1970 20 million people marched in support of 

the first earth day. The largest single day protest in human history, Wikipedia reports 

 

Miracles can happen, for you doubters out there.  President Nixon signed the clean air 

act, the clean water act, the endangered species act, the occupational health and safety act.  As a 

result of those, we reclaimed many of our rivers, we held corporations accountable to the health 

and safety of their workers, we have reduced air pollution and protected out wildlife. Much 

improved. Much improved. And in 1990, the organizers of the first Earth Day in the US took the 

movement global. While I am certain it was already of interest internationally, a coordinated 

effort was cultivated for global action. This year over 1 billion people worldwide marked the 

holiday in one way or another.  1 billion people. 

 

You may think that US America doesn’t suffer as other countries do. And yet today, 

according to US News and World Reports, 137 million Americans live in unhealthy levels for air 

pollution.  Furthermore, BIPOC are 61% more likely to live in a county with poor t air quality. 

So not only does 1/3 of our country still live in unhealthy air quality, that distribution is 

disproportionately affecting those in the margins. Environmental racism, environmental classism. 

 

 The earth is what we all have in common. The earth is sacred, it is the source of life that  

connects us. This earth is our common home. We are a part of the interconnectedness 

of all existence through our common shared home. Earth day is a day to recognize 

how we have neglected our sacred home, lived out bad theology of domination 

rather than theology of stewardship. Rather than get stuck in the scarcity mindset, rather 

then succumb to climate anxiety, we can recognize the miracle that Earth Day even  

came to be. And remember that while we personally can’t fix it.  While as the  

community of UUCSB or Saco or York County can’t fix it, we can be a part of a fix. 

 

You UUs have been engaged in this discussion for years. In 1989, technically even before 

Earth Day became a global movement, The UUA began contemplation of a 7th principle project 

that grew into the “respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.”  

 

The Green Sanctuary concept emerged from the 7th principle movement and was 

conceived of as a part of a seminary project.  Seminarian, Fred Small modelled it after the 

Welcoming Congregation process and presented it to the General Assembly where a group of 

enthusiastic activities translated it to a functional, replicable program.  A task force was created, 

and a process designed and rolled out. The Green Sanctuary program is a path for congregational 

study, reflection, and action in response to environmental challenges. It provides a structure for 

congregations to examine their current environmental impacts and move towards more  
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sustainable practices grounded in Unitarian Universalism. By 2005 there were 31 accredited 

Green Sanctuaries for which SSUCB was one of them.  

 

Pre 2020, 254 or 25% of Unitarian Universalist (UU) congregations had achieved Green 

Sanctuary accreditation, with another 70 in process. They supported one another as they strived 

to embody environmentally just principles and improve the condition of our planet. 

 

Each congregation performed a self-assessment, wrote a plan, and completed several 

projects across four focus areas: Environmental Justice, Worship and Celebration, Religious 

Education, and Sustainable Living. The goal was/is to engage a two-to-three-year process of 

bringing congregational culture into greater alignment with environmentally aware faith and 

practices. Green Sanctuary accreditation is a formal recognition of a congregation’s service and 

dedication to the Earth. 

 

UUCSB became part of the fix when you began the Green Sanctuary program. You 

educated the community about the green sanctuary program, outlined a way to assess the carbon 

footprint of the community.  Based on the results, you designed campaigns through tangible 

projects to address mitigation, resilience, and justices.  You did tangible things in the church, but 

also engaged in the wider community to address climate change through activism.  The last 

stages of this included preparing and publishing a report about what the community discovered 

about itself and what steps it would undertake to lower the carbon footprint and engage the world 

in an earth day dialogue. UUCSB completed this process in 2005 and was certified as a Green 

Sanctuary in December of 2005. You built and installed mounted storm windows in the 

Sanctuary, expanded religious education to include touring and volunteering at the Saco River 

Salmon hatchery.  You partnered with the United way of York country to help build inside 

mounted storm windows for low-income York County families who qualified for heating 

assistance, making over 200 poly-film storm windows. 

 

The advocacy and activism took the form or encouragement and support of local 

community support agriculture, joining Saco’s recycling program, constructing double doors at 

the base of the staircase to block heat from escaping upstairs, adding insulation in the attic and 

hot water pipes to increase energy efficiency, created a sustainability policy, hosted an energy 

fair, designated one Sunday a year as a drive less Sunday and conduct at least one worship 

service annually to honor connection to the natural world. This plan and all of your activities 

were reviewed and reaccredited in 2011.  You rocked it! And it is time to look at this again. 

 

Especially because the UUA has upped it’s game. Things are more dire than they were in 

1989.  The UUA is taking a stronger approach. Through a lens of love.  But a stronger approach, 

none-the-less. There is a new campaign. Green Sanctuary 2030: Mobilizing for Climate Justice. 

GS 2030 acknowledges that the climate-change crisis with Global Warming is the existential 

threat to the human species and the web of life. It is the urgent, overarching survival and justice 

issue of our time, calling us to impactful action now. In an era in which the call to dismantle 

racism could not be more clear, and when the COVID 19 pandemic stunningly highlights 

that systemic racism is inextricably bound  to climate degradation and injustice, Unitarian 

Universalist Faithful Response calls to bring individual and collective gifts together to act with  

https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.ejnet.org/ej/bali.pdf
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bold, inspiring, collaborative, networked, and effective leadership to ensure a livable world for 

all descendants and create climate justice with those who are systemically oppressed. 

 

Climate action and climate justice call us to mitigate (reduce) climate change, along with 

better adaptation (coping) and increasing resilience (ability to adapt) to increasingly disastrous 

climate impacts. It calls us to balance urgency with open minds and hearts to learn and 

collaborate with communities most impacted. The result will be a difficult but creative and 

exciting transition to a clean renewable world with opportunity, survivability and justice for all, 

now and for future generations. 

 

Many UUs are already leaders in the forefront of climate action. This 2020 edition of 

UUA Green Sanctuary (GS) calls for a much more widely shared level of UU congregational 

climate action and climate engagement, infused with spirit and passion to join others in climate 

action and justice. GS 2030 provides a path that offers the gift of transformation to 

congregations. It begins with spiritually grounded depth and moves the whole congregation 

through a continuous spiral of awareness and commitment, resulting in transformed 

congregational life and courageous, ongoing climate action. 

 

With optimism to move forward, courage to confront obstacles, and persistence to 

address the present and increasing impacts of climate change, UU’s can faithfully respond to the 

urgency of this moment and live our values. 

 

The vision of GS 2030 is a world that is sustainable and just for humanity and for the 

whole of the web of life, including present and future generations. 

 

The outcome will be a Unitarian Universalist culture that is characterized by bold, 

collaborative, urgent, effective, action to mitigate the climate crisis, build resilience and adaption 

to climate change, and secure environmental and climate justice. 

 

The mission is that Green Sanctuary will provide structure, leadership and support, in 

broad collaboration, for the UU faith community to engage in an ambitious environmental and 

climate justice movement that seeks to live fully our seventh and eighth principles and achieve 

our vision of a sustainable and just world for all. 

Ultimately the goal is that UU congregations have the knowledge, resources, and support to 

engage in an ambitious climate-action and Environmental Justice /Climate Justice movements 

that seek to honor the interconnected web of life and achieve our vision of a viable and just 

world for all. 

 

Based on where we as a planet and we as a community are, and in hope of mapping a 

positive and hopeful and realistic way forward.  And so, the UUA has chosen to focus on 

adaptation and resilience. 

 

Adaptation is the process of (a) reducing vulnerabilities to the harmful effects of climate 

change (b) making the most of potentially beneficial opportunities associated with positive  

 

https://www.uumfe.org/resources/green-papers/green-paper-1/
https://www.createclimatejustice.net/,%20https:/www.uua.org/action/statements/threat-global-warmingclimate-change
https://www.createclimatejustice.net/,%20https:/www.uua.org/action/statements/threat-global-warmingclimate-change
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responses to the crisis. Resilience is the capacity to maintain function in the face of external 

stresses created by the climate-change crisis. 

 

To achieve adaptation and resilience and meet this goal, building upon the assessment of 

the congregation’s knowledge and commitment, the congregation must plan and implement an 

accumulation of actions and experiences that transform the culture of the congregation, creating 

a foundation for long-term response to climate crisis. 

 

Adaptation: similar to the aforementioned work in the community, congregations should 

address their own adaptation to increasingly severe climate conditions and weather events as 

applicable. 

 

Resilience: The plan should provide climate-focused educational and spiritual content to 

worship services, religious education and congregational life. The intended impact is twofold: 

greater awareness of the climate-change realities we are facing and will continue to face, and the 

spiritual grounding in Unitarian Universalist values that is needed to inspire and sustain 

congregants to engage in the long haul of climate justice work. 

 

In addition to their congregational plan, A Green Sanctuary can choose one or both of the 

following systems as part of their Adaptation/Resilience campaign: 

 

Natural Systems Adaptation/Resilience: 

 

Congregations are invited to identify a local or regional ecosystem endangered, or 

impacted by existing and intensifying climate change. After assessing the current status, the 

congregation can initiate actions or collaborate with existing groups that seek to increase the 

ecosystem’s capacity to withstand climate change, and documents results. 

 

Human Systems Adaptation/Resilience: 

 

Congregations are invited to identify a local or regional human community endangered or 

impacted by existing and intensifying climate change. After assessing the current status, the 

congregation can initiate actions or collaborations with existing groups that seek to increase this 

community’s capacity to withstand climate change. Examples of this would be addressing 

disaster preparedness and response and recovery. If this work is done in collaboration with a 

front-line community. 

 

Justice work 

 

Working in partnership with communities who experience and confront the reality that 

the greatest impacts of the climate crisis are disproportionately imposed on those (a) historically 

oppressed and least responsible for the crisis (b) with the fewest resources with which to face the 

crisis while already under environmental stresses, and (c) future generations. These communities 

are sometimes referred to as front-line, vulnerable or marginalized. 
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To meet this goal, congregations will deepen or expand an existing collaborative 

relationship or form a new partnership with a front-line community or front-line led organization 

that is battling the effects of climate change and the economic and political systems that sustain 

climate injustice. In their application congregations describe the process of building and 

strengthening that relationship and identify the primary focus of the group. Because the focus of 

this work must address the priority of the collaborating group, the project might be described as 

part of the campaigns that address mitigation or adaptation/resilience.  

  

Take another look.  Take a deeper dive. Make impactful changes. Find other groups 

doing the good work and saddle on up to them. Take a stand where and when you can. For the 

Beauty of the Earth means that perhaps now is the time to undertake the reaccreditation process 

yet again.  With GS 2030 in mind 

 

“the world offers itself to your imagination,  

calls to you like the wild geese, harsh and exciting over and over announcing your place in the 

family of things.” 

 

It is time to reconsider our place in the family of things, Our string in the interconnected web of 

existence.   

 

May it be so. 
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