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5.29.2022  Encountering One Another 
 
Greetings and announcements 
 
Sounding the Singing Bowl 
 
Litany for the massacred 
 
While this day and this service is meant for joy as two wonderful souls officially join with the 
membership rolls, I cannot be silent about the incidents of two massacres that have happened.  
These occurrences cannot  go unmentioned, unmarked. Their names cannot go unspoken. 
Today we will light a candle for each of the 30 human beings, most being 10 years of age, that 
died prematurely as a result of gun violence. Gun violence that could have been avoided if the 
people’s voices were truly taken into account on the issue of gun control.  I must pause us to 
acknowledge them, honor them and hold them in the light.  As I read each name, Jane will light 
a candle, and we will pause for a short moment of silence. 
 
God of Peace and Comfort, we remember all of those who have died in incidpents of mass gun 
violence in this nation’s public and private spaces. 
 
Alithia Ramirez 
Ameria Jo Garza 
Annabell Guadalupe Rodriguez 
Eliahana Cruz Torres 
Eliana “Ellie” Garcia 
Eva Mireles 
Irma Garcia 
Jackie Gazores 
Jailah Nicole Lilguero 
Jayce Luevanos 
Jose Flores 
Layla Salazar 
Makenna Lee Elrod 
Marta Rodrigues 
Miranda Mathiss 
Nevaeh Bravo 
Rojello Torres 
Tess marie Mata 
Uziyah Garcia 
Xavier Lopez 
Roberta Drury 
Margus Morrison 
Andre Mackneil 
Aaron Salter 
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Geraldine Talley 
Celestine Chaney 
Heyward Patterson 
Katherine Massey 
Pearl Young 
Ruth Whitfield 
 
For these precious 30 souls and their families, for the 100’s who have gone before them 
similarly in these past few years and for all of those who love them, let light perpetual, shine 
upon them.  For survivors of gun violence, grant them comfort and healing. For those who 
respond to these horrific events, protect and strengthen them.  And for we who feel sad, 
scared, helpless, enraged, hear our cries, our pleas that a path be made clear for us to rally for 
justice, peace, and love where there is now power, hate and control.We plead, I plead, that 
these lives did not die in vain.  
 
Prelude 
 
Welcoming Words by Kimberlee Anne Tomczak 
 
It is not by chance that you arrived here today. 
You have been looking for something larger than yourself. 
Inside of you there is a yearning, a calling, a hope for more, 
A desire for a place of belonging and caring. 
 
Through your struggles, someone nurtured you into being, 
Instilling a belief in a shared purpose, a common yet precious resource 
That belongs to all of us when we share. 
 
And so, you began seeking a beloved community: 
 
A people that does not put fences around love. 
A community that holds its arms open to possibilities of love. 
A heart-home to nourish your soul and share your gifts. 
 
Welcome home; welcome to worship. 
 
Special Music created by all of us and sung in rounds 
 
Light the Chalice 

This is our sacred promise: 
To gather together in peace 
To seek truth in love 
To serve human need 
So that all shall grow in harmony with the divine. 
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Opening Hymn # 404 
 
Sharing from the Heart (joys and Concerns) 
 
Prayer #123-Spirit of Life 

Spirit of Life, come unto me; 
Sing in my heart, all the stirrings of compassion, 
Blow in the wind, rise in the sea, 
Move in the hand, giving life the shape of justice. 
Roots hold me close, wings set me free. 
Spirit of Life, come to me, come to me. 

 
Reading  I want to be with 
 
Often people say that they love coming to a place with so many like-minded people. 

I know just what they are getting at -- and I know that they aren’t getting it quite right. 

I don’t want to be with a bunch of people who think just like me. 

I want to be in a beloved community where I don’t have to think like everyone else to be 
loved, to be eligible for salvation. 

I want to be with people who value compassion, justice, love and truth, though they 
have different thoughts and opinions about all sorts of things. 

I want to be with independent-minded people of good heart. 

I want to be with people who have many names and no name at all for God. 

I want to be with people who see me in me goodness and dignity, who also see my 
failings and foibles, and who still love me. 

I want to be with people who feel their inter-connection with all existence and let it guide 
their footfalls upon the earth. 

I want to be with people who see life as a paradox and don’t always rush to resolve it. 

I want to be with people who are willing to walk the tight rope that is life and who will 
hold my hand as I walk mine. 

I want to be with people who let church call them into a different way of being in the 
world. 

I want to be with people who support, encourage and even challenge each other to 
higher and more ethical living. 
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I want to be with people who inspire one another to follow the call of the spirit. 

I want to be with people who covenant to be honest, engaged and kind, who strive to 
keep their promises and hold me to the promises I make. 

I want to be with people who give of themselves, who share their hearts and minds and 
gifts. 

I want to be with people who know that human community is often warm and generous, 
sometimes challenging and almost always a grand adventure. 

In short, I want to be with people like you. 

 
Hymn #  124 
 
Welcoming into our community 
 
Reflection 
 
Lets talk about your lived experience of church.  This is a bit of throwback to a conversation 
about community from last fall but applies very well to a time of welcoming new members.  It is 
a great time for you who have been here a while to take a bit of an inventory of why you come 
to church. 
 
In theory..you are here today by your own choosing , without threat of force.  You got up, took 
some sustenance, threw some clothes on and decided this was where you were going to come 
to spend some time. You choose to come here on Sundays, you choose to take part in the 
matters and in what matters for this community.  And Why did you do choose to do that,…. 
why do people join churches anyway..I turn again toward the source of much wisdom…a 
facebook link a fellow pastor sent me: 
 
 To join a church, is to commit to a social circle you do not get to choose and can  
 Therefore show you whether your spirituality is CRAP or not(because you have  
 In theory, to remain in right relationship with people you do not necessarily 
 Agree or relate to. 
 
 Joining a church is a way of practicing-among a small group of people, over a  
 Significant period or time-what you would like the world to be 
 
 To join a church is to resist all traditional loyalties to state, party, culture, family, 
 Or affinity in act of loyalty to a group that transcends all natural categories. 
 
 Joining a church organizes your financial priorities around supporting an inclusive 
 Community for vulnerable people..that you actually have to live with. 
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 To join a church is to cultivate an environment unlike your home, work or play  
 Where your life is not measured according to any other purpose or goal than to  
 Discover    and    enjoy   your own humanity 
 
To join a church is to cultivate an imagination for how your unique talents and  
creative potential can be offered on purpose for love instead of money 
 
Joining a church is a life lesson in how to deal with buttheads without retaliating 
dehumanizing, or running away in desperate hope of not becoming a 
butthead 
 
You may have other reasons for joining and or participating in church but these ideas I just 
shared speak to a living way of being in a church community. These speak to a lively community 
and life giving community.   
 
I offer these words for you to consider this morning.  Perhaps I should have called you ahead of 
time and offered them before you showed up today.  Two others have decided that they too 
want to enter the living tradition of this church.  They have met many of you, gotten involved in 
the work of the church already, they have worshiped with you.  They choose you to share the 
fullness of themselves. As they enter into the life of the church and into your lives, I invite you 
the members of UUCSB, to commit yourselves to offer your full selves.  Your honesty, 
friendship, vulnerability and care. 
 
Introduction of the new members 
 
Ben Palmer 
 
Ben is somewhat of a vagabond at the moment. He came here as a winter renter and is now 
looking for a more permanent situation. He is single with two dogs.  He’s wicked smart. His 
vocation was as a physicist and electronic engineer.  He loves music and singing, congrats to 
Ellie for finding a new Tenor!  He loves yoga as I understand it.  Ben is a lifelong Unitarian and I 
have enjoyed on a couple occasions some fabulous philosophical  musings together. I hope you 
all will have that chance also 
 
 Where do you come from 

how did you find us? 
 when was your first experience of UUCSB 
 what caused you to return 
 why do you want to join us 
 how do you feel presenting yourself today  
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Trevor Nietz 
 
Trevor  is recently moved to Biddeford from afoot. He lives with 2 dear friends and several cats, 
one of which is his own.  He has a passion for many things, in fact I surmise he is a very 
passionate person with many interests! His love of languages stood out for me as did his 
interest in and study of the bagpipes and his journey on the Appalachian Trail. Spiritual but not 
religious, he feels that all religions have a piece of truth. He chose Saco UU as he missed 
congregational life and didnt feel at home in his church of origin. Both of our new members 
were asked what is unique about them.  Trevor stated that people often tell him he is unique 
but not why.  Please, please, please spend time with Trevor and help him figure out and reflect 
back to him the fullness of how uniqueness 
 
how did you find us? 
 when was your first experience of UUCSB 
 what caused you to return 
 why do you want to join us 
 how do you feel presenting yourself today  
 
 
New Members Words of Welcome 

By Victoria Weinstein 

Here in this church, human beings have gathered for centuries seeking a higher 
purpose and deeper life than they could find alone. We are grateful today for you, that 
you have found your way here, and that you have decided to make a commitment to 
this faith community. We hope that as member of this church you will allow yourselves 
to know and to be known, to minister to and to be ministered unto, to love and to be 
loved, by this congregation. 

We never really know what combination of fate and friendship and good luck it is that 
brings certain people together in this world for any purpose. But we believe that 
membership in the church calls each of us here to celebrate the fate that has drawn us 
together, and to regard each one a spiritual friend and a potential teacher, even of 
occasional hard lessons. 

The relationships we form in our church are based on needs of the soul -- needs that 
render each of us vulnerable, and therefore reliant on each other’s grace and goodness, 
and generosity of spirit. As members of this church you are asked to be guardians of 
each other’s spirits, to respect the ultimate privacy of each one’s human struggle, and to 
believe in each one’s inherent dignity. 

As members of this congregation, you will know that you can always rely on the wisdom 
of our covenant which reminds us of our true purpose in being together. Will the 
congregation please rise and join together with our newest church members in affirming 
the covenant, found in your order of service: 
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*Covenant with New Members  

In the bonds of fellowship and love, we unite 

To cultivate reverence, 

To promote spiritual growth and ethical commitment, 

To minister to each other’s needs and to those of humanity, 

To celebrate the sacred moments of life’s passage, 

And to honor the holiness at the heart of being. 

We welcome you to this community with all our hearts. 

 
Extending the Hand of Friendship 
 
 
The Work of the Church-offertory 

When we gather together as a community, we bring the gifts of ourselves, our hearts and 

spirits, our time and energy, our talents and skills, to support the work of this church 

here within our walls and out in the larger community. 

 

We also bring our gift of generosity, giving of what we have so that the work of this 

church may continue.  As always, half our offering today will be sent out into the larger 

community to support the work of an agency or organization that is making a difference 

in our world.  This month we are sharing our offering will be collected for the Minister’s 

discretionary fund 

 

If you are watching from home, donations may be made through the ‘Give’ button at the 

top of our webpage, uuchurchsacobiddeford,com or checks may be mailed to UUCSB, 

 60 School Street, Saco. 

 

We are delighted to be returning to the passing of the plate. Please be generous as the 

ushers collect this morning’s offering.  

 
 
Song of Gratitude and Celebration 

From all that dwell below the skies, 
Let faith and hope and love arise. 
Let beauty, truth and good be sung, 
Through ev’ry land, by ev’ry tongue.  Amen. 
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Extinguish the Chalice 

As we release this flame 
From its faithful service today 
We allow the spark in each of us to burn on; 
To warm our compassion, 
To fire our delight 
To light our paths, 
Today, tomorrow and always. 

 
 
Closing Hymn # 121 
 
Words from the book of Life Prayers from all over the world and attributed anonymously 
 If you open it, close it 
 If you turn it on, turn if off 
 If you unlock it, lock it 
 If you break it, admit it 
 If you cant fix it, call Russ 
 If you borrow it, return it 
 If you value it, take care of it 
 If you make a mess, clean it up 
 If you move it, put it back 
 If it belongs to someone else and you to to use it, ask permission 
 If you dont know how to operate it, ask Anne 
 If its none of your business, dont ask questions 
 If it aint broke, dont fix it 
 If it will brighten someone’s day, by all means say it! 
 
Benediction 
 
In this religious community we reach back into the past to honor those who came before 
us and those who have given much so that we may be here today. And we reach 
forward with hands of welcome to embrace those who have newly joined our 
Fellowship. 

Whenever you are weary or worn, may you find comfort in this community.Wherever 
your path may take you, may you carry the good news you have heard here today with 
you in your heart and on your lips as a blessing to everyone you may meet. 

Go in peace. 

 
Postlude 


