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Services 

June 4  

Joyful Dance of the Spirit                  Rev. Laurence Miller 

Everything we do in life has some connection to the Divine. 
Song, music and dance are tools for Spiritual Growth. Let 
your Spirit and the Spirit of All that exists join in a great part-
nership. Dance is generally assumed to be an activity that 
requires one to be nimble. Today we dance in our hearts and 
souls and explore, so sit back and let your Spirit sway to-
wards the Joyful Dance of the Spirit.   No Church School. 

 

June 11 

Heeding the Guidance of Reason                         Rev. 
Steve Cook 

Humanist teachings have for many decades been one of our 
most important sources of inspiration and wisdom.  No 
Church School. 
 

June 18  

Flower Communion/New Member Sunday  

               Niki Norman, Ellie Rolnick & Membership Committee 

We will wrap up the regular church year with a beautiful ser-
vice of celebration.  Please bring a cut flower, potted plant, 
bulb or seed to exchange.  Today we will also welcome new 
members to our congregation with this formal recognition.  
No Church School. 

 

June 25 – August 27 

       Summer Worship Service 

Summer services will begin on June 26th at 8:30 am.  These 
half-hour lay-led services will continue through August 27th.  
Regular Sunday services will resume on September 10th.  
Volunteers to lead each of these ten services are needed.  
The signup sheet  is posted on the bulletin board outside the 
restrooms. Please sign up to lead one of our informative and 
delightful summer services. FMI Contact Meret B or Tom M. 

 

 

 

 The weather in this part of the world will 
never stop amazing me, and I don’t seem to be able 
to stop writing about it.  Last year in March I was 
sitting outside enjoying a drink with friends, and I 
have a picture to prove it.  This year on the same date 
2 feet of snow covered the ground.  The mid-May 
temperature as I write this is 56 degrees.  And it’s 
raining.  Keeps us from getting complacent, right?   

 A big thank-you to all of you who shared 
your votes for recommendations for our members of 
the combined Search Committee.  The board has 
met to review the recommendations, and once we 
have a commitment from the candidates, we’ll have 
a slate of candidates to present for a congregational 
vote at our June 11th Annual Meeting.  Sanford’s vote 
for their slate will take place this Sunday, and once 
both congregations have voted, we’ll be on our way.   

 Now I’m off to show New England off to 
some friends who are visiting from Oregon.  At least 
rain and cool temps won’t be a problem – they’re 
used to it! 

 Kind regards, 

 Niki 
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What’s Happening? 

Sunday Happenings 
 

8:45 am: Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 am:  Worship 

 

 

From the President 



News 

Dear Friends, 
 
It hardly seems possible that we are coming to the end of 
our first church season together and yet it’s true.  What a 
busy year it has been!  In addition to the “normal” tasks and 
activities of any church year, we have all entered into the 
additional work required of a congregation and interim min-
ister in the first of a projected two-year time of transition—
and in our case, times two!  On top of that, we have all made 
adjustments to my schedule as a “stretch” commuter from 
Quincy, necessitating flexibility from all in terms of my office 
hours and availability for meetings and extra parish activi-
ties—social events, fund-raisers and the like.  These are 
things I enjoy and in which I would normally take part if I 
lived in the area.  I’ve appreciated your understanding in this 
regard and in all of the adjustments you have made with pa-
tience and good cheer. 
 
Your joint, ministerial search committee will soon be starting 
the work that you have charged them to do.  At some point, 
you will receive from them a survey crafted to reflect the 
needs of both churches and your vision for the ministry of the 

future.  I urge to give it full and prompt consideration; it will 
be a vital tool in their work. 
 
Meanwhile, I look forward to some study leave and vacation 
in July and August, a time of recuperation and “recharging 
the batteries” for the year ahead.  While I will be free of nor-
mal duties during this time, I will be available in the event of 
a pastoral emergency.  Plans are being made for a late Au-
gust calendaring retreat; I envision this will include repre-
sentatives from the churches with an eye to greater coordi-
nation in activities and themes common to both. 
 
Let me close with sincere thanks for the good will, patience 
and courage with which you have engaged the first part of 
this transition period.  This is an exciting time, but it is also 
an anxious time and both churches have met the challenges 
without flinching.  This bodes well for the future.  I look for-
ward with real anticipation to our second year together. 
 
Rev. Steve 

Along the Way 
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CLYNK 

Please remember to help UUCSB by returning your bottles and cans 
through the CLYNK service at Hannaford.  Green bags may be picked up 
at the welcome table when you come to church on Sundays.  Please 
remember that Market Basket labeled bottles and cans are not accept-
ed by CLYNK. 

BOT Notice 

Board of Trustees agendas are posted one week prior to the meetings. 
Approved Board minutes are also posted. You can find these items on 
the bulletin board nearest the Sanctuary. 

Hannaford Gift Cards 
Do you shop at Hannaford?  Please consider participating in our fund-
raising project.  When you buy your groceries with a Hannaford Gift Card 
purchased at church, Hannaford donates 5% towards our operating 
budget.  You can support the church at no additional cost to yourself.  
Hannaford cards make good gifts, too.  Look for the table during coffee 
hour for more information. 

Office Hours 

Brian, Administrator: Mon-Wed-Thu 8 AM to 12 PM 

Rev. Steve, Wed 12-5 PM 

ANNUAL MEETING 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco and Biddeford—60 School Street—Saco, Maine 04072 

 
The Annual Meeting of the membership of the Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco and Biddeford will be held on Sunday, June 11, 2017 at 11:15 
AM in the Parish Hall.  All members are encouraged to attend this meeting to receive reports, elect officers, approve a budget and any other busi-
ness for the church to consider. 

Annual reports will be available soon by email and on the website. 



  

 Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco & Biddeford 
 FY 16-17 Operating Budget vs. Actual YTD 
  July 2016 through April 2017 

 

 

Pay Your Pledge Automatically! 

Annual pledges paid in regular installments help the Church’s cash flow – and yours!  You can set up an automatic debit from your bank directly 

to the Church account – no checks or mailing hassles.   

You may also use a credit or debit card for pledge payments.  These too can be set up ahead of time to transfer automatically an amount you 

choose on the date you select. These Electronic Giving options can help you manage monthly expenses and help the Church have funds available 

regularly to meet our payroll and other bills.   

Contact Brian in the Church office to set up a payment plan.  Automatic payment arrangements are kept confidential. 

– Finance Committee 

Page 3 

Business 

Website Update—May 2017 

Thank you to everyone who has visited the website at 
www.uuchurchsacobiddeford.com.  Since the March 2016 launch, there 
have been over 14,024 page visits with an overall average of 34 hits per 
day.  If you have something that you want to add, or if you see something 
that should be corrected, please let me know.  Please be specific with 

corrections as we have over 75 pages on our site.  Also, we still have 
some pages that are blank except for the title.  If you want to add content 
for those areas, it would be gratefully accepted.  Thank you to those folks 
who have provided content and updates.. 

  

Brian D., Webmaster 

  Jul '16 - Apr 17   Budget   $ Over Budget   % of Budget 

Ordinary Income/Expense               

001 CONTRIBUTION INCOME 67,747   55,764   11,983   121% 
002 RENTAL INCOME 4,450   6,410   (1,960)   69% 

003 FUND RAISING INCOME 4,712   10,330   (5,618)   46% 

004 OTHER INCOME 2,600   5,090   (2,490)   51% 

Total Income 79,509   77,594   1,915   102% 
  

Gross Profit 
  

79,509 
    

77,594 
    

1,915 
    

102% 
Expense 

101 STAFFING 
  

45,471 
    

45,655 
    

(184) 
    

100% 
102 MISSION 4,357   5,165   (808)   84% 

103 OPERATIONS 17,806   21,280   (3,474)   84% 

104 ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS 2,170   2,750   (580)   79% 

105 OTHER EXPENSES 3,442   3,649   (207)   94% 

Total Expense 73,246   78,499   (5,253)   93% 
  
Net Ordinary Income 

  
6,263 

    
(905) 

    
7,168 
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Music Notes from Choir Director, Ellie R. 
“Music should be healing; music should uplift the soul; music should inspire. There is no better way of getting closer to God, of ris-
ing higher towards the spirit, of attaining spiritual perfection than music, if only it is rightly understood.” — Hazrat Inayat Khan 
The Music We Sing:  This year I’ve written articles each month about the history of UU Hymnody, the hymnals that have been used in 
our congregation in it’s almost 200-year history.  Is there something special you would like to know about the music that we sing:  
choir music or congregational hymns, for next years Messenger articles?   Please share your ideas with me.  
 
Morning Song:  At 9:50 one Sunday each month I am in the sanctuary leading ‘gathering singing’.  Please join us in singing!  If you 
prefer not to sing, please sit quietly in the sanctuary and enjoy the music or gather with friends in the parish hall or hallway for con-
versation.  The next ‘Morning Song’ is Sunday, June 18th.        
  
Thank You:   

 To the members of the choir and pick up choirs – thank you for showing up and bringing your heart and your voices to share 
with our community. 

 To those who offered special instrumental music this year:  Alex C. (piano), Paul B. (organ), Larry B. (guitar), Mike D. (guitar), 
Randa T. (flute), Anne W. (cello), Heather Anne W. (flute) (I apologize if I left anyone off the list) 

 To Nikki N. for leading the choir in my absences 
To this Congregation for choosing me as the choir director, a job I jump out of bed for every Sunday morning, even as I complete my 
10th year.  It is truly a blessing to lead our choir and congregation in song and to collaborate with the other musicians among us. 
 
Speaking of Other Musicians:  Do you play an instrument:  guitar, ukulele or other strings; piano, drums, wind, brass or anything 
else?  Please let me know if you’d be interested in providing special music on a Sunday morning or join with others in a ‘spirit band’ 
or play with the choir.  My response to the quote above:  Music DOES heal; Music DOES uplift the soul; Music DOES inspire.  Help 
me bring more and different types of music into our services so that the sounds of our offerings might inspire others to be part of 
this community! 
 
May your summer be filled with music that moves you, calms you and heals you.   
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Music Notes 

Please Wear Your Nametag 

We’re very fortunate to have many new people attending our church.  This makes wearing our nametags all the more important.  Please be sure to 
pick up your nametag and wear it to the service AND coffee hour. 

The Membership/Welcoming Committee has designed a new nametag board to hold clip-on tags, so you do not have to pin tags through your 
clothing.  There is a basket next to the door so it will be easier to drop your nametag before leaving.  If you need a new nametag, please see the 
signup sheet on the nametag board.       



Want to find out more about our church?  Thinking about becoming a member? 
 
To learn more about our congregation: 

Please speak to any member or someone from the Membership- Welcoming Committee.  Plan to attend a Sharing Your Spiritual Journey orienta-

tion.   

 

To learn more about our faith and practice: 

Various aspects of Unitarian Universalism are explained in brochures kept in a rack as you enter the sanctuary.  You are welcome to take these 

home. You can also  talk with members of our congregation. 

 

Our Church: 

We are a voluntary association of those committed to this special religious community. We share common values, but we do not require or ex-

pect conformity to any specific religious beliefs. We welcome each person’s spiritual exploration and expression. Web sites www. uuchurchsaco-

biddeford.com,  or www.uua.org,  contain more information on the traditions, activities and people of our church and  association. Our Member-

ship-Welcoming Committee is also willing to assist you.   

 

Our Membership: 

Those who sign the Membership Book agree to sustain our church through continuing contributions of time, effort and financial support. All 

members are part of the non-profit corporation that owns the church, and they govern it through democratic process in which each one is enti-

tled to be heard. Members elect a Board of Trustees and must also approve the “call” of a minister to our pulpit.  By participating in our worship, 

events and activities, you’ll get a sense of how this congregation might work in your life, and you in the life of the congregation. As you discover 

the privileges and responsibilities of membership, we recommend that you take the time to: 

 

 · Attend a  Sharing Your Spiritual Journey orientation offered by the Membership Committee to find out more about Unitarian Universalism and 

our church’s history and traditions. 

 

 · Attend  church for a while to  get to know  the community and think about whether you share in our common  values and  feel ready  to  make a 

commitment to  the  shared spiritual journey.    

 

 · Decide your financial  and time commitment to this church community. 

 

When you’re ready, speak to  the chair of Membership or president  about signing  the Membership Book! 
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News 
Share the Plate—June 
Share the Plate for June will be to support FIAT's new initiative: a Little 
Free Pantry. Here is a description from littlefreepantry.org: 
Who is the Little Free Pantry for? The LFP is for neighbors helping neigh-
bors. In high poverty areas, the LFP is most often for those who are not 
easily able to meet everyday food and personal needs. In middle class 
neighborhoods, the LFP might stock after-school snacks for neighbor-
hood kids or that "cup of sugar" you never have when you need it. (In my 
case it's an onion.) In all places, the Little Free Pantry is for those who 
want and/or need to give. 

Funds from this plate share will be seed money to build the structure.  

 

Esther Residence Project 
Carol C. recently suggested to us that we meet with Sister Lucille and 
volunteers from the Esther Residence program to see if we could partner 
up to solve a clothing storage issue they have.  
You may be familiar with Esther Residence, but if not, here’s a brief histo-
ry. The program is at 27 Thornton Ave. in Saco. It has been operating for 
several years. The program provides housing, food, clothing and support 
services to women who are transitioning from correctional facilities to 
outside living. Donated clothing is sanitized and used to clothe resi-
dents. The space at the Residence for storage is not satisfactory. In our 
discussions with the program folks and with our Board, it became evi-
dent that we could help with this issue. So we have developed an agree-
ment with Esther Residence to provide space for their clothing to be 
stored. This will work much the same way that our collaboration with 
Women in Harmony does.  
Tom M. has already cleared space in our Youth Room for this. We are very 
pleased to join in this great community service opportunity. If you have 
questions. please contact Tom or Anne D. 
 
Greetings from the Treasurer 
Account balances as of 5/29/2017 are as follows: 
 
Checking   $2,422.91 
Accounts payable   $-0- 
Moulton Trust   $2,641.67 
Restricted Savings  $27,411.55 
Saco/Bidd Investments $129,417.66 
 
Any questions, just call. 
Sincerely, Wendy 
 
 
How Many UUs Does It Take to Do a Great Yard Sale? 
Answer: I takes a whole lot of UUs to do a great Yard Sale! Thanks to all 
the sign putter uppers, the set up and take down folks, the buyers and 
sellers and money counters. We made a record $823.88, had a wonder-
ful time and made lots of community contacts. 

Well done! 

 

Spring Spruce Up 
Instead of our usual work day, we are trying a new approach this year. 
There is a list of jobs on the bulletin board across from the bathrooms. 
On it are several jobs that you can sign up for and do over the spring/
summer at yourown pace. Jane P., Betsey 
P,; and Anne D. will assist yoo with locat-
ing tools and supplies. There is a job on 
th elist for all ages and skill levels. If we 
missed a job that you’d like to do just 
add job that and your name to the list.  A 
number of these tasks have been done 
but there is still more to do. 

Thanks  
 

Caring Connection 

A note from your Caring Connection 
Thanks to all who completed the survey forms we sent out. We appreciate 
your willingness to help. If we don't call on you, it is only because, thank-
fully,  we haven't had many requests for service. Let's continue to watch 
out for one another and call on the "Caring Connection" if a need arises. 
Enjoy your Summer! 

Sincerely, Marilyn C., Anne C., Donna R., Dorinne S., Pat S., & Gloria S. 
 
UUCSB Conflict Resolution Process 
 The Unitarian Universalist Church of Saco and Biddeford is committed 
to fostering right relations among its members, friends, and staff.   
We understand that conflict can be an inevitable part of a healthy community 
and can serve as an opportunity for growth and development. As members of this 
congregation, it is incumbent on all of us to handle conflict in ways that are re-
flected in our covenant. 
 You are welcome to speak informally with any member of the Commit-
tee on Ministries, we are easily identified by our yellow nametags. When needed, 
the CoM will assist in developing a mediation plan with all involved parties.  
 Please read the Conflict Brochure developed by this committee and 
follow the Conflict Resolution Pathway that applies to your situation.  When 
needed, the CoM will assist in developing a mediation plan for all involved par-
ties.  Keep in mind that the CoM doesn't handle anonymous input.  
 Be assured that information communicated will be handled with 
appropriate confidentiality. 

http://www.littlefreepantry.org�
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More News 

Faith in Action 
LITTLE FREE PANTRY 
We have stumbled onto an exciting new project we hope to get up and 
running this summer: The Little Free Pantry. The LFP is a "neighbors 
helping neighbors" movement to help meet everyday needs.  Our inten-
tions with this are to meet a need in our community while collaborating 
with people or groups beyond our church. 
This is what we need to do to get this going: 

 Find interested partners to build community connections. 
 Assess neighborhood needs. 
 Find an appropriate location for the pantry and obtain any permits 
or permissions necessary for the location chosen. The location would be 
safe accessible for our target population and the neighbors who will 
stock the pantry. 
 Build and place the structure. 
 Let the community know about the pantry. 
 Keep letting the community know about the pantry. 
Stay turned for more about our progress and what you can do to help. To 
find out more go to http://www.littlefreepantry.org 

PRIDE PARADE 
We will be carrying our banner and marching with MUUSAN in the Gay 
Pride Parade on June 17. Meet us at Portland City Hall or RSVP to Randa 
to arrange a carpool.  

SUMMER SERVICE 
Reflection on the meaning of Faith in Action by FIAT on June 25. 
 
UUCSB is adopting a park! 
 Look across the street from the Church.  
What do you see?  A garage surrounded by spotty 
grass, occasional litter, and sometime dog mess-
es.  Look around the back  and you'll find graffiti 
sprayed across the back of the garage.   
 Now imagine, if you will, a park free of 
litter and dog messes, a shrub and perennial garden, benches under the 
tree, a circular flagstone walking path, perhaps even a mural on the gar-
age incorporating the art work of our RE youth.  That is our vision for the 
portion of Pepperell Park that surrounds the garage.  With benches, 
plants, soil, and mulch supplied by the town, this committee will care for 
this piece of land as an outreach project for Church and as part of the 

City of Saco's Adopt-A-Park project. 
 We can't do it alone.  We have vision 
and the willingness to oversee and maintain the 
park, but we'd like your help with some of the 
physical tasks.  This spring's focus will be to clean 
up behind the garage and to create a curved per-
ennial bed beside it.  In the fall we'll design and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

create a circular walking path.  And next spring we'll explore the possibil-
ities of creating a mural.  We'll post specific tasks as they arise.  Let us 
know if you will help.  
 Clarissa, Dorinne, and Donna  
 
TD Bank Affinity Program 
 UUCSB is in the TD Bank Affinity Program, which is only for 
nonprofit organizations. TD Bank will make a donation for each church 
member that has a TD Bank checking account. This is a way for the 
church to get donations without having to do anything. Church member 
personal accounts are associated with the church account and in doing 
so the church benefits. It in no way affects member’s personal accounts 
and no information is shared. Church members that have TD Bank check-
ing accounts just need to call TD Bank or stop in at any location and tell 
them that you are a member of UUCSB and what your TD Bank account 
number is. If you have any questions about the Affinity Program, Tracey 
Bell, the TD Bank manager in Biddeford would be happy to answer your 
questions. Her phone # is 283-8590. 
 
 

http://www.littlefreepantry.org�
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